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eslie Nielsen has done

OK for an actor whose

sole professional ambi-

tion is “‘to maintain

whatever celebrity status
I have so they’ll continue to
invite me to golf tourna-
ments.” Now a veteran of
more than 60 motion pic-
tures, he started out in the
Fifties playing manly men in
sturdy adventure flicks such
as Forbidden Planet (in which
he got the girl and the robot)
and The Sheepman (in which
he didn't get the sheep).
Then his career took a 180-
degree turn when zany direc-
tors Jim Abrahams, Jerry
Zucker and David Zucker
cast him as the loopy doctor
in Airplane! “They recog-
nized that I was a closet co-
median,” Nielsen says grate-
fully. In 1988, he starred
as the bumbling Lieutenant
Frank Drebin in The Naked
Gun, and the rest 1s . . .
naked. Naked Gun 2% and
Naked Gun 33)% followed.
This holiday season he ap-
pears in the bloodsucking
comedy Dracula: Dead and
Loving It. Still, he remains
true to Frank Drebin, envi-
sioning a way to extend the
Naked Gun series almost
indefinitely—by remaking
film classics with the able as-
sistance of rravsov lovelies,
So sit back, enjoy our Naked
film festival and watch the
Nielsen ratings soar.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARIO CASILLI

Naked Dracula:
In Drocula: Deod and Loving It, Nielsen shows the lighter side of the count. How does
his Drocula differ from Bela Lugesi's? "Mine is slightly more bowlegged,” he says.

NAKED NIE

Our favorite guy, Leslie Nielsen, does film classics with your

favorite naked women

'he Three Muskenakedteers:
With three Frank Drebins on the cose, Nielsen knows how these Muskenakedteers will fare: “They'll all end up in a Turkish
prison.” Nielsen learned to fence for a fight scene in the 1956 epic The Vogabond King and recalls, “The hero whupped me.”
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The King and | Naked:

As you can see, Nielsen digs this eomnipatent-monarch stuff. What kind of ruler would Drebin make? “Oh,
obout a yord,” Nielsen says. And would he have o harem? “Ne, maybe just a hotel room someplace.”

Here's Lookin’ at You Naked, Kid:
Nielsen reveals how this Noked remake of Casablonca will end: Drebin gets on the plone with Ingrid Bergman, while “Poul
Henreid gets the McDonald's franchise frequented by Conrad Veidt, who bellyaches about the lack of Wiener schnitzel.”






Naked With the Wind:

Despite his affinity for the omnipresent whoopee cushion,
Nielsen turns his thoughts here to natural matiers.

“You should always be naked with your wind,” he soys.

Some Like It Naked:

Conducting an undercover investigation, Drebin learns “o
very imporiant thing: It's not until you dress as o weman
that you come to grips with the fact that you are truly ugly.”

Psycho Naked:

During his 42-year film career, Nielsen has been soaked—he went down with the ship in The Poseidon Advenfure—but
never noked on-screen. “Directors con’t seem to get past my bowlegs,” he says. His odvice for aspiring
shower-scene actors: “Be careful with the seap, or your leading lody is likely to squirt right out of your hands.”
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