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Copper Beeches s prom poge 16)

somt advice. T was [rightened of the
howse, of the man, ol the woman, of
the servanty, even of the child, They
were all hornible to e, (1 1 could
only bong you down all would be
well, O course 1 might hove fled
from the bowse, but my curiasity was
almost as strong as my [cars. My
mind wos soon made up. 1 would
stnd you a wire. | put on my hat and
doak, went down 1o the olfice, which
iy about half a mile (rom the howse,
and then returned, feeling very mwh
casier. A horrible doubt came o
my st | aﬁnmr_hul the door est
he dog mught be loose, but | remon
beved thar Toller had drunk humself
into & state of insersibility that cven-
ing, and 1 knew that he was the only
onc m the household who had amy
influence with the savage create, or
who would venture to sex him free. 1
shipped in safely amd lay awake hall
the might in my joy at the thoughe of
sting you. 1 had no difliculty i get-
ting leave 1o come into Winchester this
motoing, bot I most be back belore
three o'cdock, for Mr. and Mn. Ro
castle xxe going on a visit, and will be
avay afl the evening, s that | must
look alter the child. Now | have told
you #ll my adventures, Mr. Holmes,
and I should be very glad if you could
el me whot it all means, and, above
all, what 1 should do”

Holmes and 1 had Jistened spell
bound 10 this extrnordinary story, M
Iriend rose wow and paced up a
down the room, his hands in his pock:
ots, and 30 expression of the most pro-
found gravity upon his face,

“Is Toller still drunk?” he asked.

Yoo | beard his wile tell My
Rucastle that she could do nothing
with him™

“That s well. And the Rucastles go

ost, mest promising “middics” being
vomad for tide shots are Jovy Gram-
and Willie Troy. Crew<clipped.
22ycarold Giambra s aedited wath
wins over manking Jooy Giardello and
Danny "Bang Bang®™ Womber, win
ner of a 10 round non-title bott with
Kid Gavilan Lase year. ‘Troy captured
sational sttention with an improsase
TRO owr shy Nobby T and
boockout over ranking Ramdy Sands,
Bty Grabam is still listed as & welt-
crweight, but his improssive win over
middieweight Paddy Young makes lum
an impoctant contender in both divi-
SIons.
From any angle, Bobo Olson has a
rough year ahead in ‘54,

WELTERWEIGHTS
Champion Kid Gavilan of Cuba
mles the welterweights, 11 be can
beat mmiddleweight champ Olson, he
will forteit the welterweight crown and

B G {continued from page 44)

out o night?”

1 Shere i cell o

“Is theye o cellar with & good
Jock ¥

“Yes, the wine cellae”

“You seem to me to have acied all
through this matter hike 2 very brave
and us:.-‘nsiblc girl, Miss Humer. Do
you thing that you could perform onc
mon-lca!t‘? T should not sk it of you
i 1 did not think you a quite excep-
vonal wominn,”

I will try, What s 0™

“We shall be at the € Beoches
by seven o'clock, my Inend and 1 The
Rucastles will be by thar tme,
and Toller will, we ; , be Lle.
There only remains Nirs. Toller, who
might give the alarm. I you could
send her into the ccllar on some er-
rand. and then turn the key upon her,

u would Facilitate matters immense-

¥

“1 will do "

"Exeellent!  We shall then  look
thoroughly into the alisis.  OFf course
there i only one feasibie explanation,
You have been brought there 1o imper
sonate someone, and the real person
B tmprisoncd in this chamber.  That
5 obvious, As o who this prisoney
s, I have no doubt tha it is the daugh-
ter, Miss Alice Rucastle, #f | remem-
Ler right, who was said 10 have gone o
America,  You were chosen, doubtless,
a resembliog her in heighe, Ggure, amd
the colouy of your haw. Hem had
been cut off, very gnml-l, in some
diness through which she has
and so, of course, yours had to be sac
nticed ako, By a cuniow chance you
ane u her tresses. The man in
the was undoubsedly some [riend
of hers — possibly her fiancé — and no
doubt, 35 you wore the girl’s dress and
wore so like her, he was convinced

Irom your Laughter, whenever e saw
you, az:d alwrwards from your gesture,
that Mis Rucasthe was p«mu  hiappy,
nnd that she no loager desired his at
tentions.  The dog s ler loose ar night
1o prevent him from endeavouring 1o
commumicate with her, So m )
fairly dear. The most scrious point
in e s the dispasition the
child.”

*What on canh has that 1o do with
" 1 cjaculared,

"My dear Wanson, you as g medical
man are contimtally gaining light
10 the 1endencies of a child by the
study of the parents.  Don't you e
that the comvense s equally valid. |
lave [requently gained my first real
insight into the character ol poarents
by studying their children, This child’s
disposition s aboormally cruel, mercly
[or oruchy’s sake. and whether he dee
rives this rom his smiling father, as 1
should suspect, or from his mother, it
bodes ovil for the poos pirl who iy in
their power.”

“1 wm sue that wou ure right, Mr.
Holmes™ cried oue client, “A thous
nod things come back 10 me which
mike me certain that you have hit it
O, let us Jose not an instant in bring-
ing help 1o this poos creature,”

“We must be circumspect, for we are
dealing with 2 very cunning man. We
can do until seven o'dock.
At that hour we shall be with wou,
und it will not be long before we solve
the mystery.™

We were a good m our wonl, for
wis just seven when we reached the
Copper Beeches, having put up our
tap #t 2 wayside ichowse.  The
group of wees, with their dark leaves
shining like bumohed metal in the
light o§ the setting sun, were sulficient
to mark the howuse even had Miss Hun-
1er not been ing smiling on the
doorstep.  (comtinmed on next page)

the division will be up for grabs. The
leading contenders are:

1. Carmen Basilio, Syrecuse, N. Y.

2. Johnny Saxion of New York

3. Johnny bLratton of Chitago

4. Bully Groham, New York, N, V.

5 Ramon Fuenies of Loz Angeles

I Gavilan Joses to Obon. the welter
weight picture will remais unchanged,
Basilio will s lor another tthe shot,
but nonc ol the contenders has much
chance of taking the ude away from
the Kul, unless the probilem of making
the weight proves 100 much for him.

LIGHTWEIGHTS

whtweighe o) : Carter ol
Ntl:BYat s cnm]:::"hdng the
busiest champion in boxing. In his
most recent title defense, he stopped
Canada’s pride, Armamd Savoie, in
Monwueal,  The leading  contenden
e

L Wallnoe Swuth of Cimcinnaly

2, Ovlando Lulueta of Cuba

3, Eddic Chavez of Son Jose, Calif,

4. Ralph Dupes of New Orleans

5. Johnny Gonsabies of Oakland,

Cabjorme.

Seventeen year-old Ralph as will
hcurraldmanoxhc(hunl:gmm
though he » stll probably about =
your away,  He scored a sensitional
upset recently in defeating  Armand
Savoie.

Featherweight champion Sandy Sad-
dler is now sarving in the US. Army
and until his discha the division
will be ruled by Willie Pep, Teddy
Davis and Peroy Bassett.

Jimmy Carruthers will reign over
the banta i and Yoshio Shirai
will rule the Hyweights through 1954
for tack of any real competition,

Division Ly division it promises o
e an active, exciting year.
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Copper Beeches (cninucs fross preceding poge)

“Have wmn managed 0" asked
Hinimes.

A bowd thoadding nodet canme Do
sonmrwhere dewmitaim, “ That is Mo,
Tobler n the collar,”™ sald she, “Hir
Bushand B anoring oo the kitchen
rug. Hese are fus hey, which are il
duplicstes of Mr. Ruasle's,"

‘o have dore well andeed!™ oried
Holmes with cnthusiasm,  “Mow lead
the way, and we shall swon sec the
end of thn black busipess.”

We up the wair, uttlocked the
door, lollowed oo down a passage, and
found ouwrschves an front of the barr
cade which Mm: Hunter had described,
Hiolme we the cord and removed the
vamene bar. Then he mried the var-
ion Ly e the Jock, but without s
oian. Mo s camne [rodn warliln, agsl
wl ihe wirmme Holows's loce i louded
oviET,

“1 vy vhat we arc mob doo e,
s he, 70 thiok, Miss Hupger, rha
we hid beier go In withoun yons, Mew,
Watsoy, pat your shonlder o it and
wi ikl see wherther we conmor maks
GUr way in.”

It was an old sickety door and gave
a1 once before our united strength. To-
griher we rnohed into the rmom. I
wak n:n?:n. There was no furnityre
save 3 Bintle pallet bedl a srmall tabie,
and a boketlull of lineo. The by
light shove wis open, and the (o
o e,

“Mere has bocn soimic '|.'l||i|h'.|:|l hete”
pabd Hobmws, “thia boauly ha guesed
Mim HMunier's inientbons and hia oar
e Biea wwnan afl.”

“Hot how!™

“Thrugh ke shvlight.  We shall
goe ser how he mamiged i He

swumng bomae i wp onlo te rool, “Ah,
yei” he aried, es the end of a
light ladder againse the eoves.
Thar i how bee dicd ™
“Hot & Ll smel  Bess
Humter: “the bLdder was not there

when the Rucastles went awiy,”

=1 has corse back and dope i 1
el youn that b fa o elever asd danpge
i i | shonbd sol e wery minh
mr];nln] il ths were he whiowe LT ]
hear ok ihe wmair, | (hink,
Woanson, that i would be as owell fon
yesul to hove your pistol ready'”

The womnla wrie h.'ulﬂ:r o of ks
moh before 3 man appeared ot the
ot of 18 rooin, a very [t aod barky
man with & heavy stick an s harad
M Honter wreamed s shroamk

winst thie wall a1 thie sight of b, bt
Sherlock Holmes sprang [orward anad
cediironted  him.

“Nomi willain!™ il be, “whiores VibliE
danglter ™

The Bt mams cast Biis eyes rodind, sl
ihen wp ab the open akylight,

"It i b B o sk you el he
shriched, “yoa  thirves]  Spics  and
thsewesd 1 huwe cought wvoss, have 17
Vouli aFe ifl fiby fuowed, 171 geTVE Joqt”

I nened and clantered down e

S

wiaie @ hond s be coald po

“He's goee for the dog!” ored Mo
Humer

1 kave my revolver,” saud 1L

“Irtter close thar [Rond olosse,” crbed
Huoleiss, sisf we oll nashed dewn ihe
slibrs fww, W hael hardly readhed
the Bull whes we heard the Luying of
8 hoed, and then & saream ol agnny,
with 2 borrible worrying sl which
it was dhreadful (o laten 0, An elder-
:_} l;-m with 3 reed face and shaking
pmbss LA sbgpeaing put A a side
Do, =

"Ry God!® ke cried “Someonc hos
lrnez] whe dlem. Iy ot been fed for
twer daye  Chock, quick, or 'l b
N Ratel™

Feolmey and I orusbesd out and rodsad
the angle ol the bouse, with Toller
hurrying behoid s There war the
huge laminhexd brite, 199 black murele
buried i Rucssile’s throar, while he
writhed  and  wreamed  wpon  the
ﬂﬂulﬂ Running u]I:. I blew s

anmis owt, Ged o il over with ok
keem whne tweeth still mecting in the
preal creses of bis mxk. With muoch
labowr we separated them and caried
bom, livieg but bormibly mangled, into
the howse, We Lud him upoh the
trawmproom  wfa, and having  dis
paid the whered [oller o bear the
news o his wile, | did whar 1 coubd
tn Feheve b paine We were all as
eebled pous! him whin the Qo
opetied, srd 3 ol gaunt womin en
irnid ihe room

Pl Toller?™ ersenl M Flunier.

"o e Me. Rocotde let me o
whirn he caime bacd belure e wont wp
o yoe  Ah, miss i is g piry yoa dide’
bet ene know what you were planmng,
for 1 would have wid you thid your
pairs were wasterl.”

“Hal™ saad Holmes, booking keenly
at ber, T o clear that My Taollcr
knows mewr aboor this mmotter  than
anyone che.”™

“New mr, T doy amel T am memddy
etcand 1o il what [ kpnow."

pray, st down, amd ler o
hian i lor ibere are several paoints on
whieh | mumst confess that 1 am sl in
the dagh.”

"I will won ke v chear 1o you”
wabid wbers “andd 150 have Ao so belore
o if | coold hy' aed Erimn v
cellar, W there’s policecourt basines
over thia, walll popember that T was
the one that sood vour [ricid and
that | was Mz Alee’s [ricnd won,

“Fhe was nover happy at lome, Miss
Alsoe wan's. bromm ohe vane that her
lanbwey muarracsd s Sle was .*lli)ﬂlt
l lale amd hait o ay in anyliing, b
11 never really becaene had [or her an
tl alter abe mot Me. Fowler st o
Iriesal’s bewme, As well a6 [ could
I, Bdoss Abice hadd pigthos ol e own
by s, bt wbie was s g an rll
teimml, she woe, that she never bl g
ol alwsmdt thers, L just befl gvory-
thiikg off 800 Busldlcs hande e
Lesrw e was aaie with her; but when

tnere was @ chmnce of a husband comn-
ing forward, who would sk foe all
that the fiw would give him, then ber
[ather thought o nme 1o put o sop on
it lle wamted her o ugn a paper, o
that wheiber she marmed o bot, he
could ine  her ooy When e
wouldn't do o1, he kepd on worryig
ferr aamsicl ahe ot birain lever, anid 15T}
sy werbs was 2 dosih's door. Then
s ot bsctter & lasa, all worn Lo a
phuilorm, snd with hier beautsbul hiir
cul off, b ik digfn®s make no change
in her young man, and he stuik te ey
= e as a man dould be

“Ah* sl Holmes, "1 think thal
what vou have been pood eneugh o
el w makey the maver fairly clear;
ard that | can deduce all that remains.
Mr. Rotasle then, [ proaume, ook 1o
this syssism ol umprassmment?

Vs, wr

“Aan] bmought Mis Hunicr diven
b London in order o gl nil ol
i diugrersble pessistenie of  ME
¥oawhee,”™

“That we i, wbr”

“Ban Al Fowler beng @ AL R
ing mman, s & pooad seaman should be,
bira badedd 1ke howse, and having met
you sisreeded by oermain anguinetits,
metallic or otherwiae, 10 convinong
you that vouf iHEreHs were the same
as his"”

“Mr. Fow b wz oo sery bind spoken,
free-handed  gentlemon,™ sl Mo
Toller worrrely.

“And i tha way he managed ot
yoilt prod B abould Baie B0 wang ol
gk, and tha & Ldder should be
roady mf the mowmeni when your mai
b hald gope oul”

Yo have w, e, just s i hape
pened.”

1 mim e e wwE WOU AT B REleEY,
Mra, Toller”™ wiad Holmes, "lor you
have cermiely desced pp everything
whech poibed w And here comes
the couniry smrpron and Mra Ru-
castle, so | think, Woson, that we had
best oworn Mea Hurder back 1o Wan
ohesier, o womm thot o Py sbandi
pow s tather @ uestionahle one”

A than was salvsd the mystery ol
the simites  bease with the copper
boehes i Brond ol the lesar, r.
Riwastle semvived, But wos alwiys a
Lirvden man, beps aleve solely through
the care of b devowed wile.  They
ptall love wnb abear obd servanis, whe
probabily Lo o mruch ol Kocasle's
past file thor be Lrels v didlecal. 1o

t frown vhese  Mr. Fowler and M
wrasthe were meored, by iml L=
ceme, in Southampoon ihe day alier
thesy Pighe, and be o pow the holder
of = mncnt appoinomeni in the
ilard ool Mawriches. & o Miss Violet
Humier, my freend Holmes, roiher o
my disappeorrimene,  maifesed oo
lueribier imirrent in ber whon ance she
hadd arasd o be ihe eontre of Gne ol
fus preashienn, anaf b s now the hend
of a4 privare schoml a8 Walsall, where
1 beliwve b sbe han mer with consid

ciabls oo
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H you're 6 mon who likes his entericinment
served up with humor, sophistication and spice,
PLAYBOY is meont for you, Eoch issue is filled
with orficles, fiction, picture stories, cortoons,
humor and special fectures culled from mony
ources, poat ond peesent, 10 form o p!rmue
primer styled to the mosculine laste,
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miss 0 single one of the rerrific issues coming
up. You con guoraontee yourself month ofter
month of PLAYBOY plecsure by becoming o
CHARTER SUBSCRIBER.

Whet's more, your subscription can include
any of the fust three issues of PLAYBOY you
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